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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 



Ishikawa et al. 
Application No.: 10/613,990 
Filing Date: July 8, 2003 

For: METHOD FOR PRODUCING A 
TARGET SUBSTANCE BY 
FERMENTATION 



Art Unit: 1636 

Examiner: Vogel 

Attorney Ref. No.: US-1520 

VIA FACSIMILE TO: 
703 872 9306 



RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR RESTRICTION 



Mail Stop Non-fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated November 17, 2004, which set a 1 -month 
shortened statutory period for response thereto, applicants hereby elect Group I, claims 
1-9, with traverse. 

Applicants respectfully submit that a search of all the claims would not be a 
burden on the Examiner and that the groups should be re-joined. 

If Examiner Vogel believes that a telephone conference with the undersigned 
would expedite passage of the present patent application to issue, she is invited to call 
on the number below. 

It is not believed that extensions of time are required, beyond those that may 
otherwise be provided for in accompanying documents. However, if additional 
extensions of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such 
extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 136(a), and the requisite 
fee is hereby authorized to be charged to our deposit account, 50-3077. 



PAGE 2/3 * RCVD AT 12/1/2004 2:25:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-E FXRF-1/1 * DN1S:8729306 • CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):01-O8 



DEC-01-2004 14:28 

AtfyDktNo. US-1520 



AJINOMOTO CSLLC 



P. 03/03 

U.S. App. No:107613,990 



Respectfully submitted, 




Shelly Guest Cermak 
Reg. No. 39,571 

Date: December 1, 2004 

PTO Customer Number: 000038108 

Ajinomoto Corporate Services LLC 
1 120 Connecticut Avenue 
Ste. 1010 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
202.457.0284 
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